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Technobabble —
The Geek talks gear ratios
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m Blown G35 m Type-R Civic coupe
m Hybrid Datsun roadster
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Infiniti G35

Serious supercharged power for the
nol-so-average sport coupe
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Honda Civic
CO‘U’E[' Stﬂry This two-door coupe gets the

Type-R treatment

%’ 112 Datsun Roadster

ol SR20 power motivates classic metal

Driving Impressions
104 Subaru WRX STi Type UK.

Driving the Prodrive-enhanced Sulby

120 2005 Golf GTI
The rew GTI is coming to the United
States next year. Will it matter?
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e e wis simple. Instead of just

tetling vou why they weren't nmning: this
wth (look For that on page 126), we

wiiled take sl our project cars sind race
them against cach other, regandles of their
present condition. Genius

It gets e Mot only wonld the simpl
a1 of npacking the stoprovich squiebch all
of the normally holbow office hoastery, we'd

up the humiliation by subjecting all of our

criticisan we unbessh o ever
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CALCHY 8 CUT [NnOjecas, VOuI SeE, 15 el

aged by o single staffer. Somotime
shaaffer owrs the o, sometimes they've

v, the cine sl
feeding of 2 progect car keads 10 an almost

ial T . | 2t
parendal bonding, Mter crefully selecting

each modification and adding countless

s o knusckh wl b the car's con

e evenhanded judement of our

SAMACLION

PRECISELY AT 8:30 A.M., AS THE LAST
PROJECT CAR ROLLED INTO THE PITS
READY FOR THE DAY WHEN ALL THE
BOASTING WOULD BE REPLACED BY
EXCUSES, THE UNLIKELY HAPPENED
WATER FELL OUT OF THE SKY

B W S T L MPACTCA e LD

No Fa.rking'
or Pitting

crack-exaluatoss can be tipped o fnvor
their personial creation

Flanes some immberstond], pitionaloed and
lriver) surouend whin the peirent & heliiid
the wheel. Esch bad habivisa trade-off
CONSCHLEY .I:..l.1|||1| 11 .I|,'h2-.'1.l."-ui:||'- -'j|h'|'
grell. Rides like erap? Suee, but it handles
Can'ticle? Maybe, but the hupe injecton
s burpy canes mke giani-killing power
['nmanzageable cluieh? Yeah, but itwon't
Iim up |||II"!_'. | 2-second quuimermike pis
5, Yo st the ke

Its ety o forgive vour baby for thes
feanlns. Tt juanmgs it caie vou e never driven
el the balance of perfommemee to pin-i

00w s i the ey
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The-ass shlts. Onky the |

ot i nesud by worthy the compromis:
Each car, then, s driven for Lap tinwes by
¥ el e rday B ' 2 bhat il 1
the staffer who knows it best, bt the rest of
the dh’s e and thee larsh editorial
pen, belon neone else. To mene
11, DENDTIE BD SORTICEH e 158, |10 SOHT Wi
in mast cses, who has never been behind

the wheel of that car

S0 this is it Aler vears of not guite
gedting arcimd to i, months of planming
il countless nights of thrashing to pel
alimostgverything running for the big
iy, netry e Entine MG [leet 5 asem
bled, ready for battle. On the day of
reckoning, 11 of the 14 cars showed ugp
Lo justify their existence. Some even
seermied prepaned

[hen, precisely at 830 ., @ the las

oject car relled info the pies resuly o the
dlay whe

repelmced by exeuses, win

i1 il the boasting would be
i the buming
(uestions of which [rofect e neally
relgned supreme would finally be
answered, the unlikely happened—oaier
el st off thee sk

OF, 50 never mind that “whao's the
lastest ™ crap. IUs thme o see which cir i

[issest i the main

wver you do, don’t wad it up
i bectures me s 1 pull on my helmet
it b Fave b explain bo Nissin
totabad their car, pot it¥
boss,™ | imutder as | tum the key
in for. Follow
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cars

PROJECT TSX
The stock Acura TS & such 1 sweet-
natuered machine that doing anything 1o it
risks detonating that delicate balance, But
this magazine kn't about leaving cars
alone, We screw with them. The trick is 1o
scnew without scewing up,

First 2 review of the TSX islf: It's the

JOAEurm Homda Accord slighthy redecort-

ed and re-engineened for U.S, duty, That
mieans it has a real double-wishbone
Honda chassis beneath and the slickess-
shifting six-speed Honda transmission ou-
side of the CBRO00FAL, And it's really a
Frmiily ear, which, unlike the CBRE0OF,
mieans it's comfortable for four, In other
words, it's a perfectly respectable go-to-
church car that we'ne now consistently
feeding fistuls of aftermarket crack
Compared to an unmolested TSX, Pro-
fect TSX has abmiost infindtely greater rear
roll stiffness. Having a stiff ass end is
slmost always a virtue (undes you'ne in a
Turkish prison), but wheat's satisfying
haut Project TAXs ass is thiat it doesn’t
come al the price of all the ride mmfm.

test dav if it had wanted to swim

Jusst a5 Empressive is how the front end
renins stable instead of burrowing into
the pavernent like a gopher and bounc-
ing around like a porpoise with diaper
rash. The fromt and rear now work
together to produce an almost nentral
front-driver, You'll find understeer at the
limit, but the limil has moved—in the
right direction this time.

It's refatively easy to solate the effect of
the Skunk2 shocks; it's tougher 1o distin-
guish the performance of the brakes and
the wheels and tires from one another, The
brakes beel great, bait the BFG g-Fonce KD
tines o the real friction work

Because of their luscious looks alone, it's
almiost a shame io operaie the Brembao
Gran Turismo stoppers in this weather
These are really good brakes: theow 1 40-
pound rock at the brake pedal and the car
shopss like it hit a block of granite. Side step
thie pekal sl speed dribbles off in man-
apeable droplets so the front end can bile
inko 3 comer (or at least the puddle whene
the comer should be). Acura offers Brem-
bes om the TL, and it ought to offer them
on the TSX a5 well,

Finally the Skunk2 shon shifter actually
feels better than stock. That's like someons
adkding 4 few brush strokes 1o the “Mor

T T ;

Layout: Trasveersa frant engine, froat-whesl dive
Drivetrain Modifications: Skeak? short shifter and

Ilil‘lm'é ﬂ IUI s

Front: Skusk? col-pvers

B Shunk? cod-iess

Front: Bremba four-piaten calipers, 12 5-in. twa-
piece robors, braided lines

Rear: Stock

Mlﬂlﬂﬁ!?

A1 this stage, the Project TSX remains
urscrewed up. Its more capable and a bit
losder, bt pleasant enough (o putter
around Presbyterian style. But the engine
still remaing relatively mild. Today, the TSX
ﬂm:r.-mnmd itsweigm—mnuhmg







The dirn, dark, ugly reality of racing pro-
ject cars against each other s that some-
o, or rather some car, has 1o finish Lt

Ared 10 finish at all, one first must
start. Project 300X TT did neither. I
spent the day bathed in the dry, warm
shelter of the pit garage, escaping only o
miake the oocasional camera appearance
before retuming to the garage for anoth-
er diaper wipe

In the unforpettable wonds of Kojima
this car is “Uhbhh, way too valuable io
risk in the raln,” or “it's 4 concourse-win-
pisr machine with pricekess historic
value.” Or “it's probably the nicest 232 in
the country.” Sure, Mike. All we know is it's
acac And it doesn’t get driven in the rain
And that's Ll

In 10gh place, sumprisingly, is Project
S0 A victim of its own aggressive setug
with wide tires and mussive moll stiffness, i
proved 1o be a mess |'I.':.IIIIL| wliat any of us
predictedl in these conditions. Unable to
put power down or comer with suthority, it
proves exactly how compeomised a 1.0g
citr can be i you take away its primarn
WeApan: grip.

Amusingly, Project Rally Beater, Cole
man’s wee-crushing Diatsun 3100 isn't last,
We're sure it would have been slower tha
the 350 b its Laps not included so
miuch intentional course cutting. Coleman
clatims he couldn’t keep it out of the din
Either wiy, it's still ahead of Project 3008

Project TSX, with all its huxurious
amenities and family ear compromises,
finds ftself ahout where we expect any
3,230-pound fourdoor Hond:a to end

PROJECT CARS
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up—elghth place, 1t proved a respectable
drive, but without the power or, feankly, the
|'r"'l\-l.' ol many ||| wr |:!‘|1|_-:' I!"I.--:-._I s, 18

resegated 10 2 back-of-the-pack finish

L, bt finding a2 nimble, responsive and
Ear-from-underpowered Miata only one

nng up the badder amased evervone. Sune

Project Mista wasn't exactly poepaned for

this contest, But it is a Miata, And it is tur-
bocharged. Perhuags the curse of facquot
still lives in its soul

Heme Tunny s it then, to find 2 mildy
mdified Scion 1€ in sisth place? This
freshiman in the fleet finds isell among
prrovery medal in the rankings. Sure, the
ratin certainly plaved in its Evor by reduc

antage of every car here

Meawhile, the lintle 1C put every last
horsepower to the ground, mtated mildl
andl splished its way to a result far bevond
ts pedignee

[hird through fifth spots are covensd by
amene 22 seconds. And, oddly, the car
that at least two stafbers regarded as the
ocels-on favorite to win, the ST5, falls

dlre v short in fourth. Hot on s (il

is the cheampion of the more-for-hss phi-
|rr.v.-]h|'|j- of fast cars, Colemean’s Sentra SE-
R, The two coubdn't have achieved such
similar lap times in more different

the STi all straight-line motor and
efficient power-to-the-ground engage-
ment, the SE-R with pure comering spead
and early throttle application.

Dyom't cournd out the massively entertain-
inmg SET-4 in thind. The aulomotive
embodiment of piss-and-vinegar slid, spun
and muscled its way onbo the wettest jodi-
uy i car test history, Impressive.

Ornily the b gomes e Tefe-Anek el

them. embarrassingly, is comphetely stock

WILYS

The silver medal goes 1o Project Silvia. Amd
i the absence of the highly anticipased
STH, Silvia and 300X dogfight, watching
the Silvia draw graceful, sideways ans al
EVery Qomer wias a testament to both its
deved
seripas siftermuurket hardware. But, in the

panent andd the effectiveness of some

rain, it just wasn't enough

50 ves, the champion of Bantle of the
Progect Cars version wel-point-o is our vir
grinal ENO ME. And ves, a5 of this i1, it
hears no aftermarket enhancement, And
yes, in the dry, it would have been
destroyid by at beast four cars

It all comes down bo what you want: e
thoughthes, keep-it-simple-stupid speed, Or,
at roughly half the cost. 2 car like Prodect
Silvia, which is mone involving than every
stock EVOh in the world, mone adjustable
thir 2 Gy dodl, and on any day except

faster than amy siock EVO,

LS sportcompactears




